
Mr. Louis Smith 

• Experienced Welder (12 years+)
• Welding Teacher at WCHS 

starting 2023

• Instructor at Hobart Institute of 
Welding Technology 2015-2022

• 2002-2003 Attended Hobart 
Institute of Welding Technology 
10-Month Pipe Program

Welding Technology 
Pathway



Louis Smith 
Welding Technology – Winchester Community High School 

Why am I Here? Who am I?

• I enrolled in what was called Machine Shop 
class in high school, and I was told I had a 
talent for welding.

• After 12 years in the field of welding, I got 
the opportunity to try teaching at HIWT. 

• For 7 years, I taught at Hobart Welding 
Institute and then got the opportunity to 
teach high school students.

• I can help build the next pipeline of welders 
needed in this region starting right here at 
Winchester HS.

• I am an Experienced Welder, and I am 
good at it!

• My uncle was a welder, so I was 
familiar with what welders do.

• I worked as a welder at numerous 
locations: Romar Fab Shop, McGinnis, 
Inc., Wiseman, and Giles Enterprises

• Was also in the US Navy 2003-2006



Ryan Farling

Welding Technology Pathway

• Started teaching Welding 
at WCHS in 2021

• Attended and taught at the 
Hobart Institute of Welding 
Technology

• Earned the AWS Certified 
Welding Inspector (CWI) 
credential



Ryan Farling 
Welding Technology – Winchester Community High School 

Why am I Here? Who am I?

• I chose this field because the traditional college 
route was not for me.

• I spent 2 years in community college and didn’t 
know what I wanted to do.

• A friend of mine was attending Hobart Welding 
School and invited me to come check it out. I soon 
enrolled in classes. It was interesting to me because 
I enjoy working with my hands.

• I am here teaching today so I can pass on knowledge 
and a skill to a younger generation of kids.

• I graduated from Tippecanoe High 
School in Tipp City, Ohio.

• I worked at the NewPort News 
Shipbuilding where we built 
aircraft carriers and submarines for 
the Navy.

• Attended Hobart Institute in 2013 
and then started teaching there in 
2016.



Common 
Career Titles 

• Welding Technician

• Welder/Grinder

• MIG Welder

• TIG Welder

• Welder Fabricator

• Structural Welder

• Skilled Maintenance Technician



Regional Employers 
• Astral Industries – Lynn
• North American Stamping Group – Muncie
• The Andersons, Inc. – Greenville, OH
• Primex Sheet – Richmond
• Contract Industrial Tooling, Inc. – Richmond
• Indiana Bridge, Inc. – Muncie
• Magna International Inc. - Muncie
• TS Tech – New Castle
• B & M Steeling Welding & Fabrication – Union City 
• Triple J Plumbing and Utility – New Castle
• Big B Waste Services – New Castle
• Country View Family Farms, LLC - Hagerstown

Employers with current job openings (Aug)



How do I learn Welding Skills?
• Welding is not a skill that is easily learned.  

Welding takes a lot of practice and help to 
master.  

• Our goal is to teach students the basic and 
fundamentals of welding during our Year 1 
program.  In the Year 2 program, we will get 
into more advanced out of position welding 
techniques.  

• Along with hands-on welding processes you 
will learn about welding symbols, Safety, and 
blueprints.  



What Welding Processes will I learn and practice?

Hands-on Experience 
Happen Daily 

The main processes you will learn are 

• Shielded Metal Arc Welding (SMAW)

• Gas Metal Arc Welding (GMAW)

• Gas Tungsten Arc Welding (GTAW)

Additional Processes:

• Oxyacetylene Welding also known as 
oxyfuel welding (OAW)

• Flux-Cord Arc Welding (FCAW)



Welding Technology 
Program at WCHS The Daily Routine

Start of class is any paperwork or lecture 
for the day.  
After the lecture is hands-on lab time.  
During this time, you will practice the topic 
of the day.  
After a couple days or weeks of practice 
there will be a welding test. These tests are 
either visual tests or destructive tests. 
We place emphasis on keeping a clean 
shop so towards the end of the period 
students make sure to clean the shop and 
leave it ready to go for the next class 
period.



More reasons to consider the Welding 
Technology Program at Winchester

Experiences and Outcomes: 
• Work in Falcon Industries and participate  in 

Profit-Sharing dollars based on hours worked in 
the business.

• Opportunity to earn Ivy Tech Welding Technology 
Certificate

• Earn Ivy Tech dual credits that you can apply to 
more advanced certification and training

• Earn OSHA 10 Certification



Welding Technology - WCHS



Welding Technology - WCHS
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